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successive religions of mankind; but to quote  Cardinal  Newman:
"One step enough for me."
From a photostat: G.N. 1055-a

116.   STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

LONDON,
October 14, 1931

Though it is a matter for deep sorrow that the negotiations
for a communal settlement failed, I have not given up hope of
success.

In spite of the Premier's energetic disclaimer, I still hold
that the causes of the failure were inherent in the composition of
the Conference. I am more than ever convinced that the framing
of a constitution should not depend on the previous settlement of
the communal question. It was, therefore, wrong for the Premier
to suggest that further progress m constitution-making largely
depended on the communal settlement. In judging events here
the Indian public will do well to bear in mind these two defects
m Government procedure; they will then not become nervous
each time there is failure.

I have had several protracted conversations with the Muslim
Delegation, but we could not come to a final conclusion I have
felt the absence of Dr Ansari a severe handicap, but he will be of
no real use unless the Muslim Delegation desires 9r approves of his
selection as a delegate.

The position I have taken up is of a double character. In an
individual capacity I have retained my original position, namely,
to concede all to all parties, but, as a Congress delegate, I have
endeavoured to act as an intermediary, up to now without success.
I have made it clear I should have to receive the sanction of the
Working Committee before I accept any scheme. I have made
no reference to the Working Committee, as I have nothing defi-
nite before me.

At the same time I am keeping myself in touch with all parties.
The moment I have anything on which I have to take action,
I shall ask for instructions. Meanwhile, I would warn the public
against being affected or agitated by newspaper reports,

The Hindu, 15-10-1931